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...by the federal public
land survey in 1861...

...by the Coast Survey in
1875...

...and in 2006.




GIS geodatabase of pre-settlement riverine and nearshore habitats in Puget Sound

What is this?

A GIS database of land cover and landforms of Puget Sound’s river valleys and nearshore, as reconstructed for the pre-settlement era (mid 19th century).
How was it created?
From records of 19th century field surveys, primarily the Public Land Survey and Coast Survey, augmented by early 19th century records, such as 1930s-era aerial photographs, and modern data such as high-resolution digital elevation models. 
Who created it?

The Puget Sound River History Project, with the help of a number of supporters. The Bullitt Foundation and the National Science Foundation provided funding to make the data available for use online.

What can it be used for?

For resource management and restoration, scientific research, education, and for finding out what it used to be like where you live.

How can it be accessed?

It can be used here with ArcIMS software, along with historical and modern data. Additionally, most of the historical source data (e.g., maps, photographs, field notes) can be downloaded.

Future plans

This is the first step in creating an online atlas. The atlas will include additional historical datasets along with analysis products and thematic mapping (e.g., changes in aquatic habitat; how geologic history influences landforms and ecosystems; how human land use interacts with landforms and ecology through time).

Explore the data
A separate page provides detail on mapping methods and explains geodatabase codes. Another page provides narrative and graphic source material for mapped features; it can also be accessed by while using the geodatabase by hyperlinks for individual feature ID codes.
Questions or comments

Email us at riverhistory@ess.washington.edu.
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